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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
This listing of claims will rqilace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application. 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A computer«based system for presenting a selected one of a 
plurality display screens comprising: 

means for accessing a plurality of information sources; 

means for generating a plurality of display screens se r ee n templates , each display screen 
template including at least one control^ each control having at least one function 
associated therewith^ each display screen t e mplate including at least one status 
indicator associated with a status indicator threshold : 

moono for Dtoring ft -f> l«H>lity of display Qoreon function databases, each display acr e on 
ftmotion databas e b e ing ofipooiatod with a roQpeotiv e ono of said plurality of 
di s play floreono, OQol> - di fi play screen function databas e oontaining at l e a s t on e 
record of - a - fimotion Ofas o ciat e d with a control on s aid r e spectiv e on e of said 
ptoality of display Gcr ee ns. e ach d is play ooroon fUnotion da ^ boiiQ oontaining at 
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leoflt on e roeord of a otatus indiQator - dy -eg hold assooi&tod vritb q QtatUQ indicator 

e€h ntroI on s aid reopootivoon e of said plurality of display soreensy 
means for selecting one of said plurality of display screens s&B&m te mplatog for display; 
means for selectively activating a status indicator on said selected one of said plurality of 

display screens ^efe&Fi t e mplates based on infonnation located in at least one of 

said infonnatian sou]x:es and on at least one status indicator threshold; mi 
means responsive to a control on said selected one of said plurality of display screens 

56Fee» templatoQ , for invoking a iUnction associated with said control upon 

activation of said contro l; and 
means for linkine an intcnnediate datasource to at least one additional information 

source, and wherein at least one of said plurality of information sources is an 

intermediate datasource . 

11. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of display 
screens in accordance with claim 10, further comprising means for user authentication for 
controlling access to predetermined infonnation sources based on user identification information. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Original) A conqsuter-based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of display 
screens m accordance with claim 10) wherein said function is an operation selected from the 
group consisting of a hyperlink, a script, a program, and a query. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a 
plurality of display screens in accordance with claim I0» wherein aoid at Icaot on e record of a 
fanct i on OGSociated with a control on oaid r e epootivo ono of said plurality of display scr ee n 
templatos - oontoinfi a plurality of status indicator thresholds ai£ associated with a single status 
indicator, and wherein said means for selectively activating a status indicator on said selected 
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one of said plurality of display screens sor e en t e mplate s differentially activates said status 
indicator depending on a relationship between said information located in at least one of said 
information sources and a corresponding one of said plurality of status indicator thresholds. 

1 8. (Original) A computer*based system for presenting a selected one of a plurality of display 
screens in accordance with claim 10, wherein said status indicator is capable of displaying more 
than two status indications. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a 
plurality of display screens in accordance with claim 10 49, further comprising means, 
responsive to activation of said control, for displaying information based on information 
obtained from at least one of said plurality of information sources, in g «ai4 display region of said 
dis play screen , 

21. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a 
plurality of display screens in accordance with claim 10 4^, fiirther comprising means, 
responsive to activation of said control, for displaying information based on information 
obtained from said intermediate datasource, in a sai4 display region of said display screen . 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for pres^cing a selected one of a 
plurality of display screens in accordance with claim 21, wherein said means for linking said 
intermediate datasource to at least one additional information source obtains information from 
said at least one additional information source and stores said thtis obtained information in said 
intermediate datasource. 

23. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting a selected one of a 
plurality of display screens in accordance with claim 21, wherein said means for linking said 
intermediate datasource to at least one additional information source periodically obtains 
information ftom said at least one additional information source and stores said thus periodically 
obtained infommtion in said intermediate datasource. 

24. (Canceled) 
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25. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an infoimation display 
screen, comprising: 

B computer; 

an interface device adapted to connect said computer to a plurality of information sources 

including an intermediate datasource; 
a data link for providing a link betweetk an information source and an intermediate 
datasource so that infonnation in an information source can be provided to said 
intermediate datasource; 
a computer readable medium containing computer executable code for generating a 
display screen tamp^gt ^ on said computer, said display screen templato including 
at least one control, each said at least one control having at least one fimction 
associated therewith^ said display screen templat e including at least one status 
indicato r associated with a status indicator threshold: 
a computer otomgo devic e for storing a diiaplay ooroon function dotabas e associat e d with 
said di e play qofoon tomplatCy said diaplay ooroon fuxiotion dotabaoo oeat a imng at 
l e ast on e reoord of a function associat e d with - a^ontrol on said display sorpon 
tomplato, said display oor e en function datoboao oontftining at t e ost on e record of a 
fitate»-i ndioator ttir es liold; and 
wherein said computer readable media containing computer executable code additionally 
includes computer executable code for: 

selectively activating said status indicator based on mfbrmation located in 
at least one of said information sources and on at least one status 
indicator threshold, and responding to activation of a control on 
said display screen t e mplot e> for invoking a function associated 
with said control on said display screen le»^kte upon activation of 
said control. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an information display 
screen in accordance with claim 36 25, wherein said at least one r e oord of a function oDaociat e d 
with a oontrol on oaid dioplay sor ee n templat e contai fle a plurality of status indicator thresholds 



PAGE 7123* RCVD AT 10/30/2006 11:40:24 AM [Eastern 



10/30/2006 



11:31 



UMfi •> 15712738300 



NO. 975 008 



are associated with a single status itidicator, aad wherein said computer readable media 
containing computer executable code additionally includes cotnputer executable code for 
selectively activating said status indicator differentially depending on a relationship between said 
information located in at lea^t one of said phuality of infonnEtion sources or said intermediate 
datasource and a corresponding one of said plurality of status indicator thresholds. 

28. (Cuiiently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an infonnation display 
screen, comprising: 

means for accessing a plurality of information sources^ at least one of said information 

sources being an intermediate datasource; 
means for linking said intermediate datasource to at least one additional information 

source; 

means for generating a display screen t e mptot e, said display screen t e mplat e including at 
least one control, each said at least one control having at least one function 
associated therewith, said display screen t e mplat e including at least one status 
indicato r associated with a status indicator threshold : 

m e ans for storing q disptoy Qcr e en function databo flo o ooooiutod with said disploy screen 
t e mplat e , oaid dioploy aoroon function databaa a containing at loaot ono rooord of a 
ftrKs t ion as s ociated with a-e&Rtrol on Qoid dioploy soroon template, said display 
ooroon fimation databoa e oontoining at loaot one rooord of a s tatus indicator 
thr e shold} 

means for selectively activating said status indicator based on information located in at 
least one of said infonnation souixes and on at least one status indicator threshold; 
and 

means responsive to a control on said display screen template , for invoking a function 
associated with said control on said display screen t e mplat e upon activation of 
said control 

29. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 28, further comprising means for user authentication for controlling 
access to predetermined information sources based on user identification infonnation. 
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30. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an information display 
screen in accordance with claim 28, wherein said display screen t e mplate includes a display 
region for presenting selected information to a user upon activation of said control. 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 28, wherein said function is an operation selected from the group 
consisting of a hyperlink, a script^ a program, and a query > 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an information display 
screen in accordance viith claim 28^ wherein oaid at - loost ono rooord of a function oooooiatod with 
a contro l- on aoid display soroon tomploto containa a plurality of status indicator thresholds arc 
associated with a single status indicator, and wherein said means for selectively activating said 
status indicator differentially activates said status indicator dq}ending on a relationship between 
said information located in at least one of said information sources and a corresponding one of 
said plurality of status indicator thresholds. 

36. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 27, wherein said status indicator is capable of displaying more than two 
status indications. 

37. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 27, fiirther comprising means, responsive to activation of said control, for 
displaying information based on information obtained &om at least one of said plurality of 
infonnation sources, in said display region. 

38. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 27, fiirtfaer comprising means, responsive to activation of said central, for 
displaying information based on information obtained from said intermediate datasouice, in said 
display region. 
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39. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 38, wherein said means for linking said intermediate datasource to at least 
one additional information source obtains information from said at least one additional 
information and stores said thus obtained information in said intermediate datasource. 

40. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an infonnation display screen in 
accordance with claim 38, wherein said means for linking said intermediate datasource to at least 
one additional information source periodically obtains information from said at least one 
additional infonnation and stores said thus periodically obtained information in said intermediate 
datasource. 

41. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an information display 
screen, comprising: 

a computer; 

an int^ace device adapted to connect said computer to a plurality of information 
sources; 

a computer readable medium containing computer executable code for generating a 
display screen tomplato, said display screen t e mplat e including at least one 
control, each said at least one control having at least one function associated 
therewith, said display screen templat e including at least one status indicator 
associated with a status indicator threshold , said display screen templat e further 
including a display region for presenting selected information to a user upon 
activation of said control; 

a oomputcr storag e device for sto ri n g - a display eore e n functioB - databaoB oAQooiatod ^\\Xh 
flflid display Goroon tomplate, said display aoroon Amotion database containing at 
l e aot on e r e cord of o ftmotion oooooiatod with a control on said dispiay scrQon 
templato, ooid display aor e cn function databas e containing at lea s t on e r e corAof - a 
statua indicator throahol dy 

a data link for providing a link between an information source and an intermediate 
clatajgnnrrft <srt f hat infontiation in an infonnation source can be provided to said 
intermediate datasource, and 



PAGE1QI23'RCVDAT1(»30/200611:40:24 AM [Eastern 



10/30/2006 11:31 WMft 15712738300 



NO. 975 



wherein said interface device is adapted to connect said computer to a 
plurality of itiformation sources including an intermediate 
datasource: and 

wherein said computer readable media containing computer executable code additionally 
includes computer executable code for: 

selectively activating said status indicator based on information located in 
at least one of said information sources and on at least one status 
indicator tbreshold, and 
responding to activation of a control on said display screen tomplttto , for 
generating a multi-axis scorecard display based on data stored in at 
least one of said plurality of information sources and presenting 
said scorecard display in said display region upon activation of 
said control. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Currently Amended) A computer-based system for presenting an information display 
screen in accordance with claim 41 43, wherein said computer executable code for generating a 
multi-axis scorecard display is adapted to generate a multi-axis scorecard display based on data 
stored in at least one of said plurality of information sources and on data stored in said 
intermediate datasource. 

44. (Original) A computer-based system for presenting an information display screen in 
accordance with claim 41, wherein said computer executable code for generating a multi-axis 
scorecard display is adapted to generate a multi-axis scorecard display based on data stored in at 
least two of said plurality of information sources. 

45* (Canceled) 

46. (Canceled) 

47. (Canceled) 

48. (New) A computer-implemented method, comprising: 
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receiving a user input to display information fix»m a plurality of direct datasources, the 

direct data sources further comprising information of a plurality of data types, in 

successive, diffeimg levels of detail; and 
displaying the mfoimation from the intermediate datasource in accordance with the user 

input, the displayed infoxmation having been populated from the direct 

datasources. 

49. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 48, wherein the user input includes 
receiving a selection of one of a hyperlink, a script, a program, and a query. 

50. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 48, wherein the direct datasources 
comprise at least one of SAP databases, Oracle databases, flat file databases, SQL databases, 
XML databases, Btrieve databases, Access databases, FoxPro databases. Excel files, computer- 
aided design files, PowerPoint files, and TIF data sources. 

51 . (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 48, wherein the data types include at 
least one of a database, a £Ue« and a streaming data type. 

52. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 48, wherein receiving the user input 
and displaying the information in successive, differing levels of detail includes: 

displaying a first set of information including an indicator and a display fimction invoked 

upon selection of the indicator; 
receiving a user input selecting the indicator and invoking the display function; 
executing the display fimction to display a second set of information including a second 

indicator and a second display function invoked upon selection of the second 

indicator; and 
iterating the receiving and the executing. 

53. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 48, further comprising populating the 
intermediate datasource from the native datasources. 

54. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 53, wherein populating the 
intermediate datasource includes one of copying the data, linking the data, and streaming the data 
from the native databases. 
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55- (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 53, wherein populating the 
intemiediate datasource includes asaigmng security protocols differing from those for the 
information in the native datasource. 

56. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 53, wherein populating the 
intermediate datasource includes backing up at least a portion of the native datasources. 

57. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 53, wherein populating the 
intemiediate datasource includes translating the data type to another data type. 

58. (New) The computer-implemented method of claim 48, further comprising: 
receiving a second user input to display information from the native datasources; and 
displaying the information from the native datasources responsive to the second user 

input. 

59. (New) A program storage medium encoded with instructions that, when executed by a 
computer, perform a method, the method comprising: 

receiving a user input to display information from a plurality of direct datasources, the 

direct data sources further comprising information of a plurality of data types, in 

successive, differing levels of detail; and 
displaying the information from the intermediate datasoim:e in accordance with the user 

input, the displayed information having been populated from the direct 

datasources. 

60. (New) The program storage medium of claim 59, wherein receiving the user input and" 
displaying the information in successive, differing levels of detail includes: 

displaying a first set of infonnation including an indicator and a display function invoked 

upon selection of the indicator; 
receiving a user input selecting the indicator and invoking the display function; 
executing the display function to display a second set of information including a second 

indicator and a second display function invoked upon selection of the second 

indicator; and 
iterating the receiving and the executing. 
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61. (New) The program storage medium of claim 59, further comprising populating the 
intermediate datasource from the native datasources. 

62. (New) The program storage medium of claim 59, further comprising: 

receiving a second user input to display information fiiom the native datasources; and 
displaying the information from the native datasoiurces responsive to the second user 
input 

63 . (New) A computer programmed to perform a method, the method comprising: 
receiving a user input to display infoimation from a plurality of direct datasources, the 

direct data sources further comprising infomiation of a plurality of data types, in 
successive, differing levels of detail; and 
displaying the information from the intemiediate datasource in accordance with the user 
input, the displayed information having been populated from the direct 
datasources. 

64. (New) The programmed computer of claim 63, wherein receiving the user input and 
displaying the information in successive^ differing levels of detail includes: 

displaying a first set of information including an indicator and a display function invoked 

upon selection of the indicator; 
receiving a user input selecting the indicator aod invoking the display fimction; 
executing the display function to display a second set of information including a second 

indicator and a second display function invoked upon selection of the second 

indicator; and 
iterating the receiving and the executing. 

65. (New) The programmed computer of claim 63» further comprising p(9ulating the 
inteimediate datasource from the native datasources. 

66. (New) The programmed computer of claim 63, further comprising: 

receiving a second user input to display infonnation from the native datasources; and 
displaying the information from the native datasources responsive to the second user 
input. 
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67. (New) A computing system, comprising: 

a plurality of native datasources fuither comprising information of a plurality of data 
types; 

an intermediate datasource populated from the native datasources; 
a plurality of user computers; and 

a utility responsive to input from the user computers to customize the interaction of users 
with information in the native datasources when invoked and, in each int^ction, 
capable of: 

receiving a user input to display information from tlie native datasources in 

successive, differing levels of detail; and 
displaying the information from the intermediate datasource in accordance with 

the user inputp the displayed information having been populated finom the 

native datasources. 

68. (New) The computing system of claim 67, wherein receiving the user input and 
displaying the information in successive, differing levels of detail includes: 

displaying a first set of information including an indicator and a display function invoiced 

upon selection of the indicator; 
receiving a user input selecting the indicator and invoking the display fimction; 
executing the display function to display a second set of information including a second 

indicator and a second display function invoked upon selection of the second 

indicator; and 
iterating the receiving and the executing. 

69. (New) The computing system of claim 67. fuither comprising populating the intermediate 
datasource from the native datasources. 

70. (New) The computing system of claim 67, further comprising: 

receiving a second user input to display information from the native datasources; and 
displaying the information from the native datasources responsive to the second user 
input. 
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